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CALVIN ann SERVETUS, 


The following ts an extract from * Robinson's Ec- 





clestastical Researches,” pp. 335—339. 

‘+ Or all Calvin’s works his favourite produc- 
tion was the book entitled Christian Institutes. 
Servetus read this book, as a critick should do, 
with his reasoning powers in free exercise, and 
finding in it a great number of mistakes and er- 
rors, ve took the liberty to inform the author 
ofthem, This so irritated Calvin that he nev- 
er forgave him, and instead of profiting by the 
advice of the critick, he wrote letters to his 


friends Viret and Farel, * that if ever this here- | 


tic should fal! into his hands, he would order it 
so, that it should cost him his life.” Mr. D’Ar- 
tigny, who took his materials for the life of Ser- 
vetus from the undoubted archives of the arch- 
bishop of Vienne, affirms this. Bolsec and Gro- 
tins both saw the original letter, Uytenbogardt 
had a copy of it taken from a collection of man- 
uscript epistles, and the panegyrists of Calvin 
are not able to deny it. They allow the fact, 
but they say it was zeal, not revenge, that im- 
pelied him to write so. A miserable excuse.— 
Many are the histories of the rage of authors 
against criticks; but this exceeds them all. A 
gentleman who loves criticism but hates ill tem- 
per, hath placed Calvin’s Institutes among such 
other books in his library; but he hath written 
on the top of the title: “ The voice of thy bro- 
ther’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.” 
in the year fifty-three Servetus printed at Vi- 
enne his chief work, entitled Christianismi Re- 
stitutio, a thick octavo of 734 pages. This cu- 
rious work, which the author was four years in 
composing, is divided into six parts, and the 
whole is a delineation of what Servetus thought 
the discipline of the New Testament, along 
with that of the church of Rome, and the Lu- 
theran and Calvinistic seceders in contrast. A 
part of the original manuscript was lately in the 
library of the celebrated Mr. Gaignar, which 
was sold by auction in April sixty-nine. It was 
with some difficulty that he prevailed on Arnol- 
let the bookseller, and Gueroult the printer, to 
put the work to press, however he obtained his 
wish by engaging himself to pay for the impres- 
sion, to correct the proofs, and to give each 
ofthem a gratuity of an hundred crowns. 
It was printed without the name of the au- 
thor, or of the city, or of the printer. The 
work was executed so secretly, that not one 
person at Vienne knew of it, and when it was 
finished all the copies were sent to Lyoas, from 
whence Frellon sent one part to Frankiort, 
while the other lav for an opportunity to be sent 
into Italy. 
the first part of this work, that the famous pas 
sage concerning the circulation of the blood is 
found. Servetus was the first physician who 
mentioned it. 
spies every where, had an admirer at Geneva, 
one William Tie, a native of Lyons. ‘T'rie had 
a relation at Lyons named Arney, with whom he 
corresponded. Arney was a catholick, and in- 
cessantly exhorted his cousin Trie to return to 
the bosom of the church. Trie communicated 
Arney’s letters to Calvin, who dictated auswers 


By the way, it is in the fifth book of 


Calvin, who had proselytes and | 


| to them, so that they are, as Mr. D’Artigny, who 
| published them from originals, calls them, Cal- 
| vin’s letters under the name of William Trie.— 
In one of these, dated Geneva, February 26, the 
writer says, “IT am astonished how you dare re- 
| proach me with our having no ecclesiastical dis- 
cipli . or order, and that our teachers have in- 
troduced a licentiousness, which throws every 
| thing into confusion; and yet at the same time 
‘If can observe, blessed be God, that vices are 
| better corrected here than among all your ofh- 
cials. And as tothe doctrine, and what con- 
cerns religion, although there is more liberty 
here than amongst you, nevertheless it is not 
permitted to blaspheme the name of God, or 
that doctrines or wicked opinions should be sown 
without being repressed. To your great con- 
fusion I can give you one example, since I am 
forced to mention it, which is, that with you 
they support a heretick, who deserves to be 
burnt wherever he is found. When I mention 
to you a heretick, I mean one who shall be con- 
demned by the Papists as well as by us, at least 
he deserves to be so; for although we differ in 
opinion about many things, yet we are still a- 
greed, that there are three persons in one es- 
sence of God; and that the father hath begot- 
ten the son, who is his eternal wisdom before 
all time, and that he hath had his eternal virtue, 
which is his holy spirit. But when a man shall 
say, that the trinity which ve maintain is a Cer- 
berus, an infernal monster, and disgorge all the 
villanies that can be possibly thought of against 
what the scripture teaches of the eternal gene- 
ration of the son of God, and that the holy spi- 
rit is the eflicacy of the father and the son, and 
with open mouth shall make a mock of all which 
the ancient doctors have tanght, | beg to know 
what esteem and regard you can have for' 
him? You cruelly burn us: but behold him, 
who shall call Jesus Christ an idol, who shall 
destroy all the foundations of faith, who shall 
gather together all the dreams of the ancient! 
hereticks, who shall even condemn the baptism | 
(of little children, calling it a diabolical inven-: 
tion; and he shall have the vogue amongst you, 
iand be supported as if he had committed no 
\fault. Where, pray, is the zeal you pretend to? 
'And where is the wisdom of this fine hierarchy 
| you magnify so much?” In the remaining part , 
of the letter the writer gives all the names of 
this heretick, and his place of abode, an account 
‘of the book, and where it was printed, and by 
iwhom, and in proof of ali sent the first sheet as 
‘a specimen. It is not certain by what means 
‘Calvin gota copy of the book. It was surrepti- 
tiously obtained wherever it was gotten, for it 
had not been published. The most probable con- 
|jecture is, as some atflirm, that Frelion pilfered 
'ooe from the parcel, which he undertook to 
‘convey to Frankfort. 

This letter occasioned a prosecution against 
'Servetus. Arney carried the letter with the 
sheet to Ory the inquisitor. Ory, finding there 
/was not suflicient matter to cause an arrest, dic- 
itated a letter to Arney addressed to ‘Irie, en- 
‘treating him, to send the whole work entire.— 
** Calvin,” says Mr. D’Artigny, * charmed with 











‘finding that every thing succeeded according to 





his desire, composed an answer in the name of 
his confidant, and sent other papers which were 
more than sufficient to convict Servetus. The 
two letters characterize this pretended reform- 
er to perfection, who with an external shew of 
great moderation, ind an ardent zeal for relig- 
ion, meditated nothing else but revenge for per- 
sonal injuries.” Though Calvin’s admirers pre- 
tend to dispute the fact of his dictating the let 
ters, yet the evidence given by Messieurs D’Ar- 
tigny, De la Roche, and D’Alwoerde, who affirm 
it, seems fully and clearly against him. On the 
4th of April Servetus was committed to prison, 
with his valet, and with an order ¢o the jailer to 
use him kindly on account of his rank. The two 
next days he was interrogated. On the 7thof Ap- 
ril he arose at four o’clock in the morning he ask- 
ed the jailer leave to walk in the garden. The 
man, observing he had acap on his head, and 
was wrapped in his morning gown, gave him 
the key, and soon after went with his servants 
to work in his vineyard. As soon as the doctor 
found the coast was clear, he took off the black 
velvet cap, and his furred night gown, and laid 
them at the foot of a tree, and putting on a hat 
which he had concealed under his gown, he 


jumped from the terrace, got into the court, 


quickly passed the gate of the bridge of the 
Rhone, and escaped. His flight was not known 
till more than two hours had elapsed. Orders 
were dispatched every where to apprehend 
him ; but he could not be found. The process, 
having been begun before his departure, was car- 
ried on in his absence, and he was condemned 
to be burnt alive in a slow fire. ‘The sentence 
was executed in efligy on the 17th of June. The 
efigy of Servetus was set in a dung cart with 
five bales of his books, and all were burnt to- 
gether for the glory of God, and the safety of 
the church. 

Four months the doctor concealed himself, 
nobody knows where. Having determined to 
go to Naples, and settle there in the practice of 
his profession, he took his way through Geneva, 
but kept close for fear of a discovery. While 
he waited fora boat to cross the lake in his way 
to Zurich, by some means Calvin got intelligence 
of his arrival; and although it was on a Sunday, 
yet he prevailed upon the chief syndic to arrest 
and imprison bim, On that day by the laws of 
Geneva no person could be arrested except for 
a capital crime ; bot this diticulty was easily 
removed, for John Calvin pretended, thet Ser- 
vetus was an heretick, and that heresy wasa 
capital crime. ‘To prison he was committed, 
and there were found upon him, bis prosecutors 
say, ninety-sevem pieces of gold, Servetus said 
two hundred, a gold chain which weighed about 
twenty crowns, and six gold rings. 

As it was necessary for some person to pros- 
ecute Servetus, Calvin employed one of his own 
family, a Nicholas de la Fontaine. Some say he 
had been a cook, others a valet; but, whatever 
he had been, he was then a preacher resident 
in Calvin’s house. Whether this contemptible 
tool, or the man of God his master, drew up the 
following request to the judges, it is a curiosity 
that ought to be preserved for the sake of put- 
ting, if it be possible, such humble murderers to 
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the blush. ‘* Noble and mighty Lords; there 
is humbly laid before you, by Nicholas de la 
Fontaine, having stated himselfa prisoner ina 
criminal cause against Michael Servetus, for the 
great scandal and disturbance which the said 
Servetus has caused for the space of twenty- 
four years, or thereabouts, through Christendom 
by the blasphemies which he has uttered and 
written against God; by the heresies wherewith 
he hath infected the world; by the wicked ca- 
lumnies and false defamations, which he has 
published against the eminent servants of God, 
especially against Mr. Calvin, whose honor 
the said preacher is bound to maintata, as his 
pastor ; and likewise on account of the scan- 
daland dishonour which might happen to the 
church of Geneva, since the said Servetus 
condemned the doctrine preached there: 
soon. Calvin did not blush to say, * 1 ordered 
it so that a party should be found to accuse him, 
not denying that the action was drawn up by my 


and 


| subtility, and all mischief. wilt thou not cease 





advice.” Whata glorious reformation had been 
wrought at Geneva, when a proof of a man’s 
christianity lay in his humbly requesting the | 
magistrates to burn a foreign gentleman, over 

whom they had no jurisdiction, for the honour) 
of God and his eminent servant Mr. Calvin. 


(CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

We have no doubt that our readers will 
presenting them with the following letter, for even those | 
who are disposed to give countenance and support to 
our general views and sentiments, are no doubt desirous | « 
to know what our opposers can say against therm ; 1} 
as we feel it to be a duty to reply to our correspondent, 
it seems reasonable that our readers should have a per- 
fect knowledge of the whole controversy. 


justify our] 


ana 


Bexvitve, (PeEnN.) Post Orrice, JA 
Rev. Hosea Bator, 

Srr,—Sometime ago you intended to forward me 
three numbers of the Universalist Magazine ; but two of | 
them were of one date (Oct. 30th.) I have read them 
carefully, and I hope and believe they will not make 
any proselytes here. The doctrine seems, to me, to be 
directly opposed to the whole tenor of scripture. Your 
address to persuade us to trust in the mercy of God, 
reminds me of a petifogging attorney, who can talk 
all day and say nothing. We believe in the mercy of 
God as firmly as you do, but we hkewise believe that 
He is a God of justice and of truth; and while He is 
just, He must punish the guilty. We acknowledge that 
He has provided a remedy sufficient, and more that suf- 
ficient to save the whole human race, would they only 
accept of offered mercy on his terms. But if they wil! 
not believe, if they will not accept of the “salvation 
offered in the gospel,” the compassionate Redeemer 
himself assures us that they ‘* shall go into everlasting 
punishment.» And as He is the ‘** God of truth,” we 
must believe His word, in preference to any other tes- 
timony whatever. You profess to believe the scriptures 
to be the word of God, (how justly I will not say.) And 
you find the inspired penmen, when treating of the du- 
ration of happiness of the “spirits of just men made 
perfect,’ or even of the existence of God himself: In 
these cases they use the words eternal, everlasting, for- 
ever and ever, to express their idea of an endless dura- 
tion. And they use the same words when treating of 
the punishment of the wicked ; and if such be the doom 
of those who know not God, who disbeiieve His word, 
or deny any of His attributes, then those who, in the 
most pointed manner, deny both His justice and His 
truth, had need to look well to their ways before it be 
too late, lest they should go to that place of torment 
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where the worm dieth not, and the fire shall not be 
quenched. If these, and many similar expressions in 
the sacred volume, will not prove the eternity of hell's 
torments, then language | is like John Adams’ Republic, 
it means any thing or nothing. 

In the last page of your 23d No. (Dec. 4th,) there is 
an address from one of your correspondents to * Zuista.’ 
In that address I find a number of absurdities, fit only 
ms of Jacob Behmen; there 
for which I 


to be classed with the drea 
are likewise some glaring falsehoods in it, 
can find no excuse, and could almost address the wri- 
ter in the words of the great apostle, ‘* O full of all 
» to per- 
The same apostle 


but 


vert the right ways of the Lord?” 
says, ** Let God be true, but every man a liar,” 
this writer seems to reyerse the proposition, and to say 
(horrid thought) let man be true, &c. In his last pare- 
graph he seems to attack what he calls the “theory” 


John Calvin, not openly, but by hints and insinuations, 


ot 


this method is uneandid and dishonourable; let bim 
come forward boldly and bring Calvin’s ‘theory’ to the 
test of the ** law and the testimony,” if it does not stand 
this test, if it is not fully supported by almost innumer- 
able texts of scripture, then | will be no longer a believ- 
er in the theory of John Calvin. 


lama plain countryman, and received the greatest 


| part of my information here in the wilderness; but 1 
| was early taught to read the bible, and to compare it 


with the different systems, and ] can see no method of 
the system of “J.J. St. Cecil,” but by re- 
versing the apostle’s proposition, however horrid the 
thought may be to serious minds. 

If any thing I have said should cause any remarks in the 
** Magazine, 


ward to me the No. containing them ; 


supp erting 


I will take it as a favour if you will for- 
not that I mean 


| to enter into a controversy of which | am not capable, 


, but merely to enable me to comply with the injunction 

prove all things, hold fast that which is good.” Not 
iia accustomed to this mode of writing, perhaps | 
may have made use of improper language, if so, I did 
not intend it, | would rather conciliate than irritate, and 
hope to meet with many in the kingdom of peace and 
love, whose opinions are now very different from mine. 
At present I would wish to know your opinion of the 
following expressions, viz. *teterna]l damnation,” **shall 
not be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in the world 
to come,” “‘suffering the vengeance of eternal fire,’ 


and ever,’ “everlasting punishment,” ‘everlasting de- 
struction,” which are all scriptural terms. Your com- 
pliance will oblige your's respectfully, 
JOHN REED. 
REPLY. 
Boston, JAnvARY 31, 1820. 
Dear BROTHER, 

You will perceive by this No. of the Universalist 
Magazine, that your communication is duly noticed, 
and I hope that the manner and spirit of my reply may 
be found to accord with christian principles, and to be 
acceptable to your mind, whether you can agree with 
my views, or not. 

The Nos. of the Magazine which were forwarded to 
you, were so forwarded by the publisher, without my 
knowledge. His motive, no doubt, was to obtain your 
assistance in getting subscribers for the work; but as 
you are opposed to the sentiment which the Magazine 
vindicates, of course you will lend him no assistance. 
However, in another way you will have the satisfaction 
of giving this paper some support ; for by writing against 
it, you will know that you call into aetion those abili- 
ties which are friendly to its sentiments. We really 
wish that more of our opposers would lend their assist- 
ance in the same way; except they should see cause 
to say nothing about * a pettifogging attorney,” and 
in room of saying that our doctrine seems directly con- 
trary to the whole tenor of scripture, endeavour to show 
that the scriptures oppose it. Dear sir, if you find no- 
thing in this reply of the complexien of what is noticed 








above, you may fee] assured that it is not because ] am 
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unwilling to follow good example even if it is present. 
ed by an opposer, but because T am unwilling to treat 
a stranger with language which I should not feel plea- 
sure in receiving. 

You say, ** We believe in the mercy of God as firms 
ly as you do, but we likewise believe that He is a God 
and truth, and while He is just He must 
‘This declaration you suppose re- 


of justice 
punish the guilty.” 
futes the doctrine.of universal salvation. 
1 to sh this 
your statement to disprove the salvation of all men? 


But why did 


you not condescen ow me how lam to use 


In the first ploce ! am not certain that your states 
ment is correct. In fact it appears to me to be incor. 
rect. Wewillnotice acase. See Rom. iii. 19, ** Now 
we know, that whut things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the luw; that every mouth may 


be stopped, and all the world n 
God.” 


ish the 


uy become guilty before 
You say, that ** while He is just He must pun- 
What God must 
punish all the world while He remains a just God! It 


con- 


guilty.” follows? Answer, 
is impossible for me to see any way to avoid this c 
clusion from your assertion connected with 


It is true, 


the ps issage 
not believe 
And if 
you mean that all 
mankind will be everlastingly punished. 


here cited. I do 
all this, but you have said it. 


you are to be understood as you say, 


from Romans 


that you meant 


But if you do 
not mean as you suy, then be so good as to query how 


you can rectify your mistake, without opening a door 


tor God’s mercy and grace to abound much more than 
sin has abounded. 

You furthermore say, ‘* We acknowledge that He 
has provided a remedy sufficient, and more than suffi- 
cient to save the whole human race, would they only 
But notwith- 
you profess to believe in the 
alvin,’ and seem to challenge J. J. 
St. Cecil to bring this * theory to the test of the law 
and the testimony.”’ is all this consistent? 
Do you believe that John Calvin’s theory allows that 


accept of offered mercy on Ilis terms.” 
standing you say this, 
** theory of ‘John c 


Dear sir, 


God has made provision for the salvation of the whole 
human race, and that there is nothing in the way to 





>! and that of James Arminius. 
“tthe smoke of whose torment ascendeth up for ever) 


prevent the salvation of all men only that they will not 


> 


accept of offered mercy? If you are candid and well 


informed on this subject, | have one request to make, 


/and that is, that you will do me the favour to inform me 


what the difference is between John Calvin’s theory 
** The tenets of Calvinism 
are predestination, original sin, particular redemption, 
irresistible grace, and the perseverence of the saints." 
See Evans’ Sketch. Will you undertake to reconcile 
these ** five points”? with your belief that God has made 
provision for the salvation of all mankind? It is true, 
you write on these subjects as our Calvinistic preachers 
usually hold forth in public. They held to particular 
election and reprobation, to foreordination, to particu- 
lar redemption, special calling, irresistible grace, and 
many other things like them; but after all they hold up 
free salvation to all men, offer that grace which God 
ordained for a few only, to those whom God ordained 
to eternal wrath, and contend that the fault is their 
own if they are not saved contrary to the eternal de- 
cree of heaven! 

If you, dear sir, believe that all this is consistent with 
itself and with the divine testimony, do be so good as 
to show me its harmony, and its agreement with the 
scriptures. 

You seem to think, because the words eternal, ever- 
lasting, forever and ever, are used to represent the du- 
ration of happimess, and as the same words are used 
when the punishment of the wicked is the subject, that 
the latter must be of as long duration as the former.— 
But you should consider that in order for this to be 
sound reasoning, such words must never be used in scrip- 
ture to express a duration short of endless; and yet 
you will not contend that they are not. See Gen. xvii. 
8, **And 1 will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, aii the Jand 








of Canaan, for an everlasting possession.”? Exodus xlvi. 
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15, ** And thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint | 


their father, that they may minister unto me in the 


priest’s office ; for their anointing shall surely be an} 
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puted righteousness are words without any rational im- 
port. 3. That it is not true that all mankind have sin- 
ned in Adam.” Now if the reader will turn to our 23d 


everlasting priesthood, throu, hout their generations.” No. it will be found that the editor has made none of 


Compare with Heb. vii. 11, 12, ‘* If therefore, perfec- | 


these statements, but that they were made by J. J. St. 


tion were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the | Cecil in reply to Zuista, a controversy in which the 


people received the law) what further need was there | 


editor has taken no part. Herethen, brother Tappan 


that another priest should rise after the order of Mel-| has stated what is nota fact, though he might possibly do 


chisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? 
. . . . } 
Yor the priesthood being changed, there is made of ne-| 


cessity a change also of the law.” 


Surely you will not | 


it through mistake. He proceeds; “If according to 
Universalists, the death of Christ has conduced to the 
salvation of the whole world, then Judas Iscariot, who 


an ‘ 1 ana 2 ‘ana: ’ at e » \ . . . 
contend that the land of Canaan will remain a posses- ) betrayed him unto that death, is now in heaven; and 


sion for Abraham and his offspring to endless ages, nor 
vet that the priesthood of Aaron is without end. I deem 
it needless to quote many passages where these unlimit- 
ed words are applied to things which have hed an end, 
it being well known that the endless duration of things 
cannot be proved by such words. They are given up 
by the learned in this controversy, and therefore should 
cease to be used to prove endless misery. 

I propose noticing the passages which you have sug- 
gested for solution, but this [ must reserve for a future 
communication. In the mean time, dear sir, | remain 
your’s in the bonds of christian love. 

HOSEA BALLOU. 
Jonn Rexp, Esq. 





“ULSTER PLEBIAN,” AGAIN, 

The following is from the ** UtstER PLEBIAN,” of 
December 25th, 1819. 

*“ Boston Universalist Magazine. —BAttov, author 
of this contemptible work, sent us a uumber of it last 
week, under date of the 14th inst. wherein he notices 
our unfriendly mention of his proposal, sometime since, 
to circulate such dangerous heresy in the form of a 
magazine. We have not ieisure, nor do we feel dispos- 
ed, to detail the numerous gross errors which this mag- 
azine inculcates; and besides, we deem such discus- 
sions very improper for the colums of a newspaper. It 
is true there is unlimited toleration of religious worship 
in the United States; yet the pernicious tendency of 
sectarian gazettes, must be obvious to every citizen. If 
it is proper to countenance one religious journal, it must 
be so to sanction one hundred; than which, perhaps, 
a more prolific source of discord could not be engen- 
dered. Touching the doctrine of Universalism, it will 
be sufficient to convince our readers of its absurdity, 
to advert to three heretical sentiments in te Magazine 
before us:—Ist. The editor maintains that the creation 
was formed, not for the glory of God, but for the hap- 
piness of man :—2d. That ** imputed sin and imputed 
righteousness are words without any rational import” : 
3d. That it is not true that all mankind have siuned in 
Adam. We shall not stop to confute such glaring her- 
esies, but only remark as we wish to be brief on this 
subject, that if, according to the Universalists, the 
death of Christ has conduced to the salvation of the 
whole world, then Judas Iscariot who betrayed him un- 
to that death, is now in heaven; and then may men 
rob and murder and destroy one another, with the ap- 
probation of heaven, and the sanction of a doctrine too 
horrible to merit the name of religion—yet such is 
Universalism.”* 

Our readers will recollect that the editor of the 
‘*Plebian” is our brother Tappan, some account of 
whose persecuting spirit we gave in the 23d No. of the 
Magazine. We were in hopes that the disorders of his 
mind were not so malignant as they appear to be.— 
Though when he burnt our papers, it is evident that be 
was ‘“‘exceeding mad,’’ a hope was entertained that 
such fury would soon abate, and that the kind and 
soothing language, in which we rebuked his ungracious 
folly would, at least, make him ashamed, if not penitent, 
concerning it. But ** this kind goeth not out, but by 
fasting and prayer.” 

That this brother’s folly may serve as an ensample 
to others, we will notice how perfectly destitute of ra- 
tionality his remarks appear to the eye of candor. See 
his statement of three heretical statements in the Mag- 
azine. He says; **1. The editor naintains that the 
creation was formed, not for the glory of God, but for 
the happiness of mun. 2. That imputed sin and im- 





then may men rob and murder and destroy one another, 
with the approbation of heaven, and the sanction of a 
doctrine too horrible to merit the name of religion— 
yet such is Universalism.”? We find by examining this 
statement, that brother Tappan draws two inferences 
from the supposition that Christ died for the salvation 
ofallmen. The first is, that Judas Iscariot is now in 
heaven, and the second is, that men may now rob and 
murder and destroy one another with the approbation 
of heaven. Let us query whether such inferences are 
fair and necessary deductions from the belief that Jesus 
‘*gave himself a ransom for all to be testified in due 
time.’’ ist. It is wel] know that christian people have 
different views concerning the state of those who are 
dead. Some believe that the soul without the body may 
enjoy or suffer, others that there is neither happiness 
or misery until a future resurrection takes place; and 
there are others who believe that the soul may be in a 
state of torment for a season, and then be restored to 
holiness and happiness. Now we do not see that the 
belief that the death of Christ conduced to the salva- 
tion of the whole world, decides the above queries, but 
if brother Tappan be correct, these queries are all de- 
cided, or how is Judas now in heaven? 2. Why should 
our editor say that if Christ died for the salvation of all, 
‘**then may men rob and murder and destroy one ano- 
ther with the approbation of heaven”’ ? How does this in- 
ference grow from the death of Christ for all men? Sup- 
pose Jesus had died for the twelve apostles, and for 
them only; would this have afforded such a conclusion, 
that the twelve apostles might rob and murder and de- 
stroy one another with the approbation of heaven? Or 
if Jesus died for an elected number of the human race, 
would this have proved that this elected number might 
rob and murder and destroy one another with the ap- 
probation of heaven? Surely these inferences are as 
fair as the one under consideration. 

If our brother ever comes to his reason, so as to know 
how to judge of things in a reasonable candid manner, 
which we humbly hope and pray may soon be the case, 
he will then understand, that the greater and more ex- 
tensive the goodness of God is viewed to be, the strong- 
er and more general will appear our obligations to love 
him, and to obey his commandments. 





THE DUTY OF PARENTS TO CHILDREN, 
*: And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, 


but bring them up m the nuriure and admonalion of 


the Lord.” 

Tus great duty of parents consisis in avoiding that 
which is of pernicious tendency to children on tiie one 
hand, and of a strict attention to what is beneficial on 
the other. 

1. Then, children must not be provoked to wrath.— 
Now there is nothing so powerful with children as ex- 
ample. Ifthe parent be full of wrath, and if the child 
be treated with severity, the child will imbibe this spi- 
rit, and will imitate this conduct. But 

2. Contrary to this, children must be brought up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.. Thats, prin- 
ciples and affections which are free from wrath must be 
portrayed in the parents example and. precept, that 
children may have the true character of our heavenly 
Father constantly before them, in the conduct and lan- 
guage of their parents, 
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Now, parents, you must see that if you believe that 
God is a Being full of wrath as he is too generally rep- 
resented, and if you nurture your chiidren with this 
character, you must provoke them to wrath! But God 
is love; and if you nurture them and admonish them 
with love, you comply with your duty, and for your 
reward, you will be blest with loving children, who will 
love God and their parents. 


A CAUTION FOR CHILDREN. 

Dear children, the goodness and tenderness of your 
minds, qualities so much loved and admired by your 
parents and friends, render you incident to a certain 
fault, which it is necessary for you to understand and 
guard against. The fault is, that of telling what is not 
true. Such is the desire of your hearts to be blameless, 
and to be esteemed free from faults, that when you have 
actually done wrong, through some strong temptation, 
you are inclined to deny it, and say it was not you who 
did it. Itis necessary for you to know that the fault of 
denying a wrong which you have done, is the greatest 
wrong which you ever do. And it is of importance that 
you should understand that a child never appears more 
lovely to parents than in the aét of an honest confession of 
a fault which has been committed. If you will read the 
last paragraph of the 15th of Luke, you will find ample 
proof of this last remark, and learn thereby the only 
way to repair the breach made by doing wrong. 


I1avrnc been informed by a friend at a distance, that 
some people in his town had doubts respecting the cor- 
rectness of the statement of the harsh language of Dr. 
P. in the letter of ** Exiza W .” published in No. 
30 of the Magazine, and desiring the authority on which 
that publication rests, we have procured the following 
certificate of the Rev. Enwarp Turner, of Charles- 
town, who first published the abovementioned letter in 
the Gospel Visitant. 

CERTIFICATE, 

I certify, that in August 1818, being at Portsmouth, 
(N.H.) Mr. John Gains of that town mentioned to me, 
a letter of a young woman in B , written when near 
her dissolution, which letter she sent to a female friend, 
giving an account of the treatment she received from 
the minister and others, on account of her views of re- 
ligion. Mr. Gains, and likewise Rev. Mr. Streeter, of 
Portsmouth, thought it proper to have said letter pub- 
lished in the Gospel Visitant. We obtained the letter 
from a Miss Salter, (as I think,) and I understood, at 
the time, that no one had the least doubt of the exist- 
ence of the facts, noticed in the letter, or of the au- 


thenticity of the letter itself. 
EDWARD TURNER. 








Boston, January 31, 1820. 








MARRIED, 

In this town, at the Roman Catholick Chureh, by 
the Rev. Mr. Larrasy, Mr. John Peverelly to Miss Jo- 
anna Gray. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. John Raymond, to 
Miss Sally Leland. 

In Roxbury, by the Rev. Dr. Porter, Hon. Jona. 
Hunnewell, of this town, to Mrs. Theoda Davis. 


DIED, 

In this town, Don Juan Sroventon, his-Catholick 
Majesty’s Consul.— Mr. John Bell, 89.—Mrs. Frances 
Tilden, 45.—Mr. Benjamin Morgan, 59.—Widow Mary 
Bowden.—Mr: Thomas Dana, 26.—Mrs. Elizabeth Ad- 
ams, 25.—Joseph Henry, eldest child of Mr. Prince 
Hawes.—Mr. Abraham Holland, 77.—Mrs. Mary Ste- 
phenson, 36.—Mr. Samuel Geyer, 42. . 
eS oe : ee 

FOR SALE AT THIS QFFICE, 

A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House, in this town, on the Evening of 
last Sabbath, Jan. 16, 1820—by Rev. Hoska Barroc, 
pastor.—Text, * Verily, verily, Tsay unto thee, except : 
ainan be born again, he eannol sce the kingdom eof 
God.’ —John iii. 3. Jan. 22. 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


and Common Sense.—Price 27 1-2 cente. . 
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POLTS’ CORN ER. 











FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


THE POWER OF DARKNESS. 
WHEN the blest light of day declines, 
And night with morky clouds combines, 
fhe pilgrim oft his way mistakes ; 

For the wrong road, the right forsakes. 


The toils of error now come on, 

The pilgrim’s hope of rest is gone, 
Briers and thorns infest the ground, 
And beasts of prey are howling round. 


Grim spectres gleam before his eyes, 
Despairing thoughts within him rise, 
His useless eye-balls start and glare, 
And fancy sees destruction there. 


An ignis fatuus in the glin, 

To the lone wand’rer proves a gin; 
He follows the deceptive fire, 

And helpless sinks in fatal mire. 


But superstition’s darker gloom, 

Has caus’d our wand’ring hearts to roam, 
Far from the light of truth divine, 
Where love and grace forever shine. 


And more severe the toils we find, 
Far more distress’d the fearful mind, 
And ranker grow the briers of grief, 
The thorns of strife and unbelief. 


And far more horrid is the yell, 

That stuns our ears with death and hell; 
More frightful spectres too are seen, 

In error’s wild disorder’d dream. 


And more deceptive is the fire, 

Which false religious views inspire ; 

And deeper mire is in the glin 

Of error, unbelief and sin. B. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


nw 


THE FRUIT Of THE SPIRIT. 


HOW sweet the fruit the spirit yields, 
How lasting and how fair ; 

No spices of Arabian fields, 
Can with this fruit compare. 


Love grows on branches bending low, 
Joy tips each lofty spray, 

PEAcE all around, above, below, 
Its spicy sweets convey, 


LonG-sUFFERING grows and ripens here, 
A cure for ev'ry grief; 

And GENTLENESS forbidding fear, 
‘Is pluck’d from every leaf. 


GoopnNEss in many a cluster shoots, 
And PAITS is green and fair; 

While mMEEKyeEss hid *mong other fruits, 
Invites her favourites there. 


Here TEMPERANCE grows, a virtue bright, 
And well prepares the feast; 
Here, O my soul, take thy delight, 
Of all the guests the least. B. 
gr — 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. 














~~ 
Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 116. 


(Lim. in continuation.) 

Without extending my remarks any further, on a sub- 
ject, which to you mast be familiar, I will suppose that 
you are in pessession of my mind on the last of the 
queries which you submitted for my carefu! solution. | 
am entirely satisfied that all the events of which the 


>" 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


| Saviour spake in the 24th and 25th of Matthew, are 
necessarily referred to tle generation in which the Sa- 
_viour lived in the fesh. This conviction has been ob- 
| tained with no small study and effort of mind, render- 
ed necessary, not trom the least ambiguity there is in 
any part of those scriptures under consideration, lor 
\there appears one uninterrupted detail of matters about 
which the disciples of Jesus asked him, but my difficul- 
been imbibed in my youth, and, deeply impressed on 


preaching I attended, 
much said about the last judgment, the final judgment, 
the awful day of doom, the end of the world, the creat 
burning day, &c. Ke. that it seemed tome a reality 
that these words, and the terrific ideas they had com- 
municated to my tortured mind were all here in these 
chapters. If lever read them, it was with such feel- 
ings of horror that I knew nothing of what I read, and 
if any person had asked me whether | had been read- 
ing of the last jadgment, when all the dead would be 
raised, judged, and rewarded according to their works, 
the least hesitation. Such is the power of education 
and tradition. Surely itis out of my power to describe 
how differently things appear to me now. It seems 
that an immense dark cloud has passed away from the 
horizon, and that a serene sky and aclear sun adorn 
creation. I cannot but wonder, that this deception a- 
bout the day of judgment should ever have been imbib- 
ed, or how it comes to pass that our learned and criti- 
cal divines should not discover the error. Since J have 
carefully examined this subject, | have had no small 
conflict in my mind respecting the question, whether 
our learned divines are as ignorant as they seem to be. 
Can it be possible, that men who have all the means 
necessary in order to understand the scriptures, can be 
so far deceived as to believe what they uniformly hold 
up to the people concerning the judgment in the 25th 
of Matthew. 1 would not too much interrupt our con- 
ference on the scriptures, for I have more questions to 
ask you, and there are a number more passages which 
still appear dark to my mind, but if you are willing I 
would thank you to give me your mind on the subject 
of my query just stated concerning our clergy. Do 
you think that they fully believe what they hold up to 
the people respecting these. scriptures which I have 
been examining? 


Uni. Dear brother, though I can easily conceive how 
very natural it is for your mind to be exercised with 
the question which you propose, | am reminded by it, 
of the words of our blessed Saviour to Peter, who seem- 
ed to concern himself more about the disciple John 
than was justifiable, and asked his master, ** And what 
shal] this man do?’ Jesusreplied; ** What is that to 
thee? follow thou me.”? We are accountable only for 
ourselves, and ourselves only need we search. As we 
have not the means to know the hearts of others, so 
there is no special need of our knowing them, as it 
would not be in our power to alter them if we knew 
them. Itis not for us to judge others, 
master they stand, or fall. However, in relation to 
your question, | will relate a short piece of one of my 
journals, as 1 think it favours the cause of charity in re- 
gard to yourquestion. Some three or four months past, 
in my journeying in New-Hampshire, ! preached in the 
congregational meeting-house, in a most pleasant town, 
where the senior pastor is an aged man, of a remarka- 
ble good disposition, and inclined to liberality in his 
sentiments. He satin the desk and heard my discourse, 
after which he very politely went to my lodgings, spent 
the evening, with a large circle of friends, w # came 
to hear our conversation. We had not discoursed long 
before the venerable gentleman introduced what he 
called the last judgment. I asked him if he read of the 
last judgment in the scriptures? Certainly, he replied. 
Please, Rev. Sir, to turn to the passage. The 25th of 
Matthew was soon found. Here is the account im our 


to their own 





ties arose entirely from erroneous opinions which had, 
‘thing there about the last judgment, or about the raising 
my mind by my pious parents and the minister on whose , 
From a child | have heard so} 





&c. I should have answered in the affirmative, without , 





Saviour’s own words, Please, Rev, Sir, to point me 
to that portion of this discourse, which designates that 
this is the last judgment. Why the whole account is 
of the final judgment, when the dead are to be raised 
and appear at the bar of God. Be so good, Rey, Sir, 
as to direct me to the proof that the dead will be raised 
and brought to this judgment. Why do you doubt that 
this is an account of the last, the final judgment? Sir, 
i know every word in that chapter, but I never read any 
of the dead to bring them to this indgment. The ven- 
erable old clergyman put on his glasses, and in good 
earnest, looked into the bible, as if he thought, I will 


'soon convince you and ali this company that you area 


} 


: , . ; 
novice. All was silent—one locked on another, but 


said not a word—a considerable lime passed, when the 


dear old man lifted up his head, threw himself back in 
his chair, and exclaimed, never before did I hear any 
one doubt but this was an account ol the last judgment! 
Both the elergyman and all the company were convin- 
ced that there was nothing in the whole account which 


justified the common opinion. We had much cordial 


conversation and pcerted in hearty friendship and love, 
Now, my dear brother, 1 do not hesitate to say, that I 
fully believe that the Rev 
account, did honestly believe what he 


centleman of whom I have 
given you this 
was on this occasion much disappointed not to find.— 
And as he 
under this deception, it seems that we are justified in 


has lived, studied, and preached many years 


charitably believing that others are going on in the same 
simplicity. 

But to return to our main subject, ] must tend you 
my concratulations for the happy discoveries which you 
have succeeded in making, by your careful and patient 
examination of the passage which you brought into dis- 
cussien. 
in the opinion, that other passa 
used to disprove the universal grace of our he avenly 
Father, and to maintain the soul]-dejecting opinion of 
endless misery, may, by a careful examination, be found 


You will now feel your mind strengthened 
ges, which have been 


to have been misapplied, and to contain no s ntiment 
which disagrees with the soul-rejoicing hope of the fi- 
nal salvation of all men. But, as you have sugges sted 
a desire to bring forward some more passages, whi h 


you will please to make your own 


appear rather dark, 
selection, and if lam Lable to assis tyouin any way it will 
be greatly to my own satisfaction. [amof opinion that 
our leisure moments can be spent to no betier purpose 
than to increase our knowledge of the divine testimo- 
ny, to look into the mysteries of the gospel, and to ha- 
bituate our minds to dwell on the rich subjects of the 
goodness of God. 

Lim. I cannot say that | am now at all blundered 
with the words of the Saviour to Nicodemus, but as 
these have been and still are used in opposition to the 
salvation of all men, I will thank you to state your 
mind on John iil. 3. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 


—_— 





PRESBYTERIANISM versus PRESBYTERIANISM. 
JUST RECEIVED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OF FICE—PRICE 12 1-2 CENTS, 
Presbyterianism versus Presbyterianism, or a 
Candid Review of ** An Essay on the Inability of Sinners, 
by a Presbyterian,”’ also a P amphlet, entitled ‘+ N: atural 
ey consistent with Moral Inability ; being Remarks 
‘An Essay on the Inability of Sinners, by a Presby- 
Saten* bya Christian.” —By ABNER KNEELAND, pas 
tor of the First Universalist Church in Philadelphia. 


A volume of Sermons, delivered in Phiiadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal benevolence. By 
Rev, Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church in that place. —Price 62 1-2 cents. 





PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 
EXECUTED AT THIS OFFICE, IN A NEAT AND 
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